
By Richard Cox, a member of the renowned Derby Evening Telegraph ‘Saturday 
Page’ crew from 1970 to 1977. 

 

Roger Smith is at the heart of Derby, has been for well over half a century through the bright 
lights of the 1960s, 70s and 80s, and Sadler Gate has always been a pivotal road. 

Whilst at the Derbyshire Advertiser in the 1960s, he handled an advertisement for the town’s 
first men’s boutique Lord Jim. It was a revelation and ignited the spark for Derby’s ‘Carnaby 
Street’. Roger took a ‘Saturday Job’ there and even modelled some of the clothes, the beginning 
of a love aƯair with a street that still beats many hearts. 

Roger was drawn into the 1960s. The burgeoning music scene, he’s an accomplished bass 
guitar player, and going on to the town’s soul scene, with Discovery Discotheque, Clouds (later 
Cleopatra’s) and Shotgun Discotheque. After some years at The Derby Evening Telegraph, he 
joined Derby County Football Club as Advertising and Sponsorship Executive when they were 
league champions, and in 1977 formed advertising agency Smith East Associates with Trevor 
East. 

Roger lives in the city and has authored We Danced in Derby and When The Stars Came To 
Town, redolent of the town’s attractiveness to some of the most famous rock and pop 
musicians. He has also written Rum ‘n’ Coke, an intriguing novel lifting the lid on a fictional 
world of teenage fears, fights and encroaching adulthood.  

Sadler Gate, like Roger, lives on and it continues to foster fierce independence in its divergent 
retail focus. Fashion, music, coƯee shops, and restaurants retain the ‘Carnaby Street’ image, 
much helped by pubs and bars, ancient and modern, that have been central to its longevity 
where the walls hold treasured memories. 

 


